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MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

“A Tale As Old As Time…”
I also hope you will join us in March to see our production 
of Disney’s Beauty and the Beast. Put the dates on your 
family calendars — March 7, 8, and 9 — at the Eitel 
Theater, 6:30 pm. Tickets are $10. Come early on show 
nights to have photos taken with Mrs. Potts, Lumiere, 
Chip, and Belle and the Beast.

Proud of Our District
I always am proud of our district, but it makes me even 
more so when we receive an outside honor. Look for the 
story in this issue on how Kingsway has been honored by 

the College Board with AP District Honor Roll status. 
We all are so proud of our students, teachers, and 
administrators, and their commitment to excellence.

More great news. Two of our administrators 
— Rachael Anderson and Balvir Singh — both 
curriculum supervisors, were hand-selected to 
serve with a team of educators from throughout the 
state to develop K–12 instructional units in English 
Language Arts and mathematics. This is an exciting 
development.

Our faculty also makes me proud. Please read about 
our Educators of the Year: Mrs. Reena Ninan, Mrs. 
Dana Ott and Mrs. Barbara Neal. You may remember 
that Mrs. Ninan was honored in the fall as the 2018 
Outstanding Biology Teacher of the Year for New 
Jersey, and Mrs. Ott completed an outstanding first 
season as the head varsity field hockey coach.

Outstanding Students
Our students continually amaze me! They have 
immense talent, dedication, and a growing 
understanding of their role and contributions to 
their community. Be sure to read about our Seniors 
of the Month, for a good example of well-rounded 
students – capable of great academic achievements 
and personal commitment to those activities that 
have meaning for them.

The pages of Inside Kingsway are full of THEIR 
achievements, activities, and efforts to meet their 
personal goals.

Read on!

Dr. James J. Lavender, Superintendent of Schools

Often you hear that January is a cold, dark 
and dreary month. Never is that the case at 
Kingsway! Our students, faculty, and staff are full 
of energy, enthusiasm, and excitement, so there 
is always something interesting going on here!

Open House

We hope to  
see  you there!

This is a great opportunity for 
parents of our middle school 
students to tour the high school. 
We welcome the parents of 
our current students, as well. 
Come and learn about facility 
improvements, hear advice on 
college and career planning 
— including the ability to earn 
college credit while in high school, 
and see what’s new with our 
academic and elective offerings.

Wednesday, January 30 
6:30 to 8:00 p.m.
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This year, the Kingsway Regional School District was honored by College Board 
as one of 373 school districts from the U.S. and Canada to receive 9th Annual 
AP District Honor Roll status*. 

To be included on the 9th Annual Honor Roll, Kingsway Regional had to 
increase the number of students participating in Advanced Placement (AP), 
while also increasing or maintaining the percentage of students earning AP 
Exam scores of 3 or higher, since 2016. Reaching these goals demonstrates 
that Kingsway is successfully identifying motivated, academically prepared 
students who not only are ready for AP level courses, but who also are 
successful. 

Thank you to our students, teachers, and administrators for their continued 
efforts to live up to our motto of Committed to Excellence.

*To learn more about this recognition, please visit:  
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/about-ap/awards/district-honor-roll.

KINGSWAY EARNS 
ACCOLADES FROM 
COLLEGE BOARD 

Kingsway Regional School District is excited to announce 
that two of its administrators, curriculum supervisors Rachael 
Anderson and Balvir Singh, have been hand-selected to serve 
on a team of educators from across the state that will be 
developing kindergarten through grade 12 English Language 
Arts and mathematics instructional units based on the New 
Jersey Student Learning Standards (NJSLS).  

We are proud to have Kingsway’s voice represented at the 
state-level to help mold the classrooms within Kingsway and 
throughout the state of New Jersey. 

• Rachael Anderson, Kingsway’s English-language arts (ELA) 
supervisor, has been an educator for 18 years. Ms. Anderson 
obtained her Pre-Primary Montessori certificate from the 
Montessori Education Center in her native Ireland. After 
emigrating to the United States, she received her American 
Montessori Certification, along with a Bachelor’s degree in 
Science from Chestnut Hill College, (Pennsylvania) in 2002. 

Ms. Anderson is a 2006 recipient of a Masters of Arts degree in 
Reading Education, and she received a Masters of Arts degree 
in School Administration in 2018, both from Rowan University.

• Balvir Singh, Kingsway’s math, technology & business 
supervisor, has been an educator for12 years. He earned his 
B.A. in Mathematics & Education from The College of New 
Jersey. Mr. Singh completed his M.Sc. in Pure Mathematics 
from Rutgers University. During his graduate studies, Mr. 
Singh further cultivated his computer programming skills 
and became adept at visualizing data through creations of 
3D models and animations using Mathematica and Maple 
programs. Mr. Singh continued his professional studies at 
Rowan University, leading to the Supervisory Certificate. 
Currently, Mr. Singh is a Ph.D. candidate at Rutgers University 
in the Mathematics Education program, where he is focusing 
on Learning, Cognition, Instruction, and Development.

KINGSWAY REPRESENTED  
AT THE STATE LEVEL

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/about-ap/awards/district-honor-roll
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Education is not the filling of a pail,  
but the lighting of a fire.  ~ William Butler Yeats

This quote most certainly defines Mrs. Reena Ninan, 
because of the impact she has had on so many of our 
students. “Inspiring”, “motivating”, “influential” are just a 
few of the words students use to describe Mrs. Ninan. 
Her colleagues describe her as “dynamic”, “caring”, and 
“innovative”. 

Mrs. Ninan is an outstanding member of the Kingsway 
Regional family. She has a genuine love and passion 
for teaching, and her actions exemplify service and 
commitment to the students in the district. Mrs. Ninan is a 
valuable resource for her department, and is respected by 
all of her colleagues. Her knowledge and professionalism 
has established her as a valuable mentor to future 
teachers; she has mentored numerous student teachers 
from our local colleges. Mrs. Ninan has served on the 
Leadership Committee, I&RS, Kingsway’s New Teacher 
Mentor Program, Peer Coaching, and is the advisor of the 
WWF Club.

Mrs. Ninan should be referred to as the Kingsway 
zookeeper. There is an assortment of animals in her 
classroom, ranging from turtles to fish, and the notorious 
bunny named “Mr. Bubbles”. Every spring you can’t help 
but get excited waiting for her chicks to hatch. She puts a 
lot of time and energy into maintaining all of the animals 
and educating the students on their proper care.

Mrs. Ninan created a very successful and highly sought-
after Animal Science course at Kingsway to give students 
an opportunity to intern at the St. Francis Animal Hospital. 
Mrs. Ninan created the Animal Science course from her 
extensive background in biology and zoology. 

Her passion for teaching biology is evident in her classes. 
She employs many hands-on activities, from dissections 
to inquiry-based projects to engage her students to better 
prepare them for the rigors of college. Mrs. Ninan expects 
nothing but the best from her students and creates a 
demanding, but caring environment for them to succeed.

Student testimonials are endless. For example, “Mrs. Ninan 
inspired me and was instrumental in my love for Biology, 
as I am now pursuing a degree in the Biological Sciences. 
She made me feel confident, encouraged and challenged 
me every day in class. I will never forget the impact that 
she has on my high school education and my future.“ 
Another student said, “You have no idea how grateful I am 
for having you as my teacher. I really do appreciate every 
little thing you have done. I am thankful for having the 
most encouraging and incredible teacher.” 

Mrs. Ninan recently was honored as Outstanding Biology 
Teacher of the Year by the National Association of Biology 
Teachers (NABT). She was recognized locally, on October 
13, during the NSTA conference at The College of New 
Jersey and received further recognition in San Diego in 
November, during the NSTA national conference.

Congratulations to Our Outstanding Educator of the 
Year Mrs. Reena Ninan.

CURRICULUM NEWS & NOTES

Reena Ninan
Kingsway Regional High School

EDUCATORS OF THE YEAR 2018–2019
(on page 4 and 5)
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CURRICULUM NEWS & NOTES

EDUCATORS OF THE YEAR 2018–2019

Dana Ott
Kingsway Regional High School

In seven years at Kingsway Regional Middle School 
as both a teacher and coach, Mrs. Dana Ott quickly 
gained the respect of administration, students, parents, 
colleagues, PLT, teammates, players, and the Board of 
Education. The same positive demeanor and tireless work 
ethic that made her a standout student and a Dragon 
Award Winner in this district has made her a standout 
educator, coach, and teacher leader.

When paying a visit to her class, it is evident the hours 
of her time outside the classroom are spent planning 
effective, creative, and deliberate lessons. Mrs. Ott makes 
feedback a priority during her daily instruction as student 
conferencing plays a major role during her writing 
workshops. Her classroom is one that is well-structured 
and built on respect; students, just like her players, want 
to please Mrs. Ott and work hard during the drafting and 
revision process in order to do so. Technology, research, 
stations, competition, group work, peer revision, one-
on-one conferences, and good old fashion independent 
practice sessions all play a role in her class. Coupled with 
her effective student relationships, her varied and well-
balanced instructional approach makes each day an 
outstanding classroom environment.

Mrs. Ott is involved in many roles within the school and 
district. When in need of someone to help out in any 
way, she is your first round draft pick. Mrs. Ott was a key 
member of the School Improvement team for three years, 
fulfilling the role as a mentoring liaison. She has served 
as the R-Team Leader for three years, where she created 
a positive team environment and was proactive in her 
approach to student achievement. When called upon to do 
the yearbook with absolutely no experience, she and Mrs. 
Gismondi turned out a stellar product that brings pride to 
the middle school. 

And, as if all of this isn’t enough, this year, Mrs. Ott took on 
the role as Kingsway’s head varsity field hockey coach. In 
her first year, her team notched a record of 19-1-1… one 
of the best records in school history. The team made it to 
the South Jersey Group IV Sectional finals. As she has done 
with her instructional team, Mrs. Ott quickly built a positive 
culture within her program that is predicated on hard work, 
relationships, and accountability. 

The respect she has earned is a testament to who she is as 
a person. Many middle school teachers and staff members 
went to her playoff hockey games. Of course they wanted 
to see the team fight on to victory, but they were there to 
support Mrs. Ott. 

She’s a humble, positive worker-bee who doesn’t love the 
spotlight, but her success demands it.  She has worked 
side-by-side with members of her PLT for the betterment 
of all. Her input is valued greatly by her teammates and 
committee members. Mrs. Ott is quick to listen and try 
something a little different if she thinks it will benefit the 
students and grow them as writers or players. 

There is no doubt that Mrs. Ott is worthy of any accolades 
that come her way now, and in the future, she is, quite 
simply, a standout in all that she does. Mrs. Ott attacks each 
day with a positive attitude and holds herself accountable. 
We all can look up to, and root for, this Dragon. 

Congratulations to Dana Ott … Kingsway Regional 
Middle School’s  2018–2019 Teacher of the Year!   

(on page 4 and 5)
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CURRICULUM NEWS & NOTES

Barbara Neal, RN, BSN 
Kingsway Regional High School

Mrs. Barbara Neal is the Kingsway Regional High School nurse for grades 
11 and 12. She can be described as a most genuine and caring individual. 
Her caring nature and continued commitment to the students, and her 
important role in the district, is evident on a daily basis. 

Mrs. Neal displays an attention to detail in her work ethic that is 
unmatched, and serves her well as a mentor to others and in supporting 
the whole student. 

She shows patience and a true concern for her student’s health and well-
being. Mrs. Neal is dependable and thorough, spending as much time as 
needed with each student. She is a great listener, a shoulder to lean on, 
and friend to many. 

EDUCATIONAL SERVICE  
PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR — 2019

Kingsway Regional Middle School could not pick a better 
Spotlight Teacher for the Month of January — seventh-grade 
social studies teacher and O Team Leader, Steve Ottinger.  

From the minute Mr. Ottinger stepped into the middle 
school seven years ago, he has made a positive impact on 
his students, colleagues, department, team, and the entire 
school.  Mr. Ottinger’s professional approach and workman-
like attitude has made him an outstanding educator who is valued 
greatly at Kingsway Regional Middle School.         

In the classroom, Mr. Ottinger shines because of his varied and multi-
faceted approach to instruction. He utilizes stations, Socratic Seminars, 
technology, competitions, and more. He is quick to try a new idea 
and even quicker to tweak that idea if it is not perfect for his students. 
His well-structured classroom routines enable him to engage his 
students throughout the learning process each day. Mr. Ottinger 
makes it a priority to assess his students in a multitude of ways, and the 
relationships he builds with them each year, help to ensure students 
buy into whatever the class period brings. In his eyes, he never is a 
finished product as an instructor, and he continues to grow each day, 
to benefit his students. 

JANUARY  
SPOTLIGHT  
TEACHER:  

STEVE OTTINGER (continued on page 7)



As the leader of the O Team, Mr. Ottinger sets the entire tone of the team. 
Positivity is ever-present in the O-Team hallway and in the classrooms. The 
O team students genuinely love coming to school every day. Under his 
leadership, the O team is proactive in their approach to student management, 
and constantly looking for ways to assist struggling learners. He is quick to 
try a new strategy/plan for a student or go the extra mile for them. At the 
beginning of this year, in order to eliminate students eating alone in the café, 
Mr. Ottinger spearheaded a “no one eats alone” initiative on his team. He 
gathered 17 students to help spread the love in the café each day, making 
sure no one eats alone. This teacher-leader simply leads by example with 
kindness and patience, all while holding himself, and students, accountable 
and building positive relationships with students. KRMS is a better place 
because of the leader he has become, and team player that he is. 

At KRMS, we are honored to work along side Mr. Ottinger; he embodies all of 
the characteristics of a dynamic coach, leader, and teacher. 

Congratulations, Mr. Ottinger!

JANUARY  
SPOTLIGHT  
TEACHER:  

STEVE OTTINGER

(continued from page 6)
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CURRICULUM NEWS & NOTES

A Woolwich Township Resident, Mrs. Carmela Hampton 
began driving a school bus for Kingsway Regional 
School District in May 1999. Previously from Paulsboro, 
her family moved to Woolwich in 1995. Carmela and 
her husband raised three children who graduated 
from Kingsway Regional in 2006, 2010, and 2012. She 
currently has a granddaughter that attends Walter Hill 
Elementary.

Carmela became active in the community immediately upon moving 
to Woolwich. Over the years, she has worked in the voter polls, served 
as a substitute crossing guard, and helped students as a lunch aide at 
Walter Hill Elementary. As a bus driver from Kingsway, Carmela gets to 
work every day with those whom she loves — her students. She enjoys 
being part of the Kingsway team day-in and day-out, and especially 
enjoys greeting the children each day, whom she says often mimic her 
morning sayings.

Carmela is the most senior employee within the Transportation 
Department; her knowledge and history of the school district serves as 
a valuable resource to her colleagues. She believes that Kingsway has 
come a long way and feels that the changes are exciting and positive.

Congratulations to Mrs. Carmela Hampton for being named 
February’s Spotlight Support Staff Member!

FEBRUARY  
SPOTLIGHT  

SUPPORT STAFF:  
CARMELA HAMPTON 
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presents
KINGSWAY REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL

Music by Alan Menken
Lyrics by Howard Ashman & Tim Rice

Book by Linda Woolverton

The Eitel Theater       All tickets $10

March 7-9, 2019 6:30pm

Arr ive  ear ly  for  p ic tur es  with  the  characters
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CURRICULUM NEWS & NOTES

Today, students have a vast amount of opportunities to 
earn college credits while in high school. The amount of 
college credits a student can receive depends upon the 
goals of the individual student. For example, two years 
ago, a Kingsway Academy student was able to receive his 
Associate Degree while in high school – an outstanding 
accomplishment to say the least!

One way a student can receive college credits while 
in high school is through Advanced Placement (AP) 
courses offered on our campus. AP courses are 
considered college-level courses; Kingsway offers 23 AP 
courses through its programs of study. Students can take 
up to five AP courses during their junior year and up to 
six AP courses during their senior year. There are students 
who take multiple AP courses during their ninth- and 
tenth-grade school year as well. To receive the college 
credits through this option, a student would need to take 
the AP exam during the spring. A score of 3 or higher 
tends to be considered a “passing” score by receiving 
colleges and universities.

Another way for students to earn college credits while 
in high school is through our High School Options 
Program (HSOP). Students who participate in this 
option take courses at Rowan College of Gloucester 
County (RCGC) on their own time during the summer or 
after school hours. Students can enter this program as 
early as their freshman year, but RCGC does have an age 
requirement of 15.

Finally, Kingsway students can receive college credits 
through a dual credit partnership, or High School 
Plus, with Camden County College (CCC). As part of 
this option, CCC and Kingsway teachers work together 

to identify specific Kingsway courses that are aligned to 
college-level courses at CCC. Students then take these 
approved courses on Kingsway’s campus and receive 
credit at CCC as well. 

There is a cost associated with both programs noted 
above; however, it is at an extreme discount. The links 
below provide further information on both the High 
School Plus with CCC and HSOP with RCGC.

• High School Plus: https://www.krsd.org/Page/882
• HSOP: https://www.krsd.org/Page/885

Each college varies in its acceptance of credits outside 
their institution (AP, dual credit, county colleges, 4-year 
colleges, online programs, etc.); this may also depend 
on the particular post-high school program into which a 
student is accepted. Below are resources that may better 
meet specific institution inquiries.

• Does the Institution accept AP credits/placement? 
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/creditandplacement/
search-credit-policies
• Do my community college credits transfer? 
http://njtransfer.org

As always, if you have questions regarding your child’s 
specific programming options, please reach out to his/
her guidance counselor to explain more and help plan for 
your child’s future!

UNDERSTANDING COLLEGE CREDIT 
OPPORTUNITIES AT KINGSWAY

https://www.krsd.org/Page/882
https://www.krsd.org/Page/885
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/creditandplacement/search-credit-policies
https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/creditandplacement/search-credit-policies
http://njtransfer.org
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CURRICULUM NEWS & NOTES

On Tuesday, January 8, 51 Business 

Leadership Academy students participated 

in a DECA District Competition held in 

Cherry Hill. The BLA students competed 

against 14 other high schools in the South 

Jersey area. In November, students took 

an online, 100-question test on various 

business concepts, and then participated 

in a role play event in January. 

Kingsway is proud to report that  

18 students won in their event and 

qualified to move onto the DECA State 

Competition in Atlantic City, which will be 

held from March 4 to 6. Winners in their 

selected events were Juniors: Annie Manes  

(1st place), Ali Kim, Abby Smith and 

Caroline Heino (3rd place - team event), 

Connor Bowen and Dennis Lee (1st place 

– team event), Kevin Gorman, Rylie Martin 

(1st place), Elijah Gatling (3rd place), and 

Divum Raval (1st place). Sophomores 

included Dalton Britner, Jacob Franzeo, 

Jess McCann, and Olivia Cavallaro. 

Freshmen included Victoria Griffiths  

(3rd place), Caitlyn Hickey (2nd place),  

Ali Helkowski (2nd place), and AJ Negro.

KINGSWAY REGIONAL 
HIGH SCHOOL 
EXCELS AT DECA 
COMPETITION
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For the 2019–2020 school year, Kingsway Regional High School will 
be instituting slight adjustments to its World Language structure 
within the Level II and Level III courses.  

The chart below outlines the current structure as well as the new 
structure for the 2019–2020 school year. The adjustments are being 
made in an effort to continue to build upon current course offerings 
for students, while supporting the rigorous studies of those looking 
to challenge themselves in the area of Italian, French, & Spanish.  

WORLD 
LANGUAGE 
PROGRAM  
ADJUSTMENTS 
IN 2019–2020

In addition to students being able to obtain 
college credits as a result of taking College Board’s 
AP exam in Level V, Kingsway Regional High School 
has partnered with Camden County College so 
students who take Levels III, IV, & V on Kingsway’s 

campus are able to receive college credits  
with successful completion. More information  
on this can be found on the website at  
https://www.krsd.org/Page/944, or by 
contacting your child’s guidance counselor. 

Current World Language Offerings *2019-2020 World Language Offerings

Level I Spanish, French, or Italian Level I Spanish, French, or Italian 

Level II Spanish, French, or Italian Level II Spanish, French, or Italian
OR

NEW: Advanced Level II Spanish, French, or Italian 

(Typically recommended for those students who 
 achieved above average success in the 

1A & 1B program at the middle school or  
above average success in Level I this current year.)

Level III NEW: Honors Level III Spanish, French, or Italian 

(Typically recommended for those students  
who achieved above average success in the  
Advanced Level II course and are ready for  

a fast-paced,  in-depth study of the  
language and culture in the targeted-language.)

Honors Level IV Honors Level IV

Level V- Advanced Placement (AP)  
Language & Culture 

Level V- Advanced Placement (AP)  
Language & Culture

* Descriptions of these course offerings and others across the district for grades 7 through 12, will be 
released in February in the 2019-2020 Program Planning Guide, and can be accessed on the website: 
https://www.krsd.org/domain/65.
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SENIORS OF THE MONTH — OCTOBER

Kingsway Regional High School’s Senior of the Month 
Program recognizes the very best of the best in the Senior 
Class. Only two students are selected each month and 
only twenty for the entire year. A committee of teachers, 
counselors, and administrators reviews the credentials of 
seniors and considers academic performance, as well as 
involvement in extra-curricular activities. Students who 
are selected as Seniors of the Month not only exemplify 
academic excellence but also excellence of spirit, dedication, 
and character. These individuals have proven themselves 
devoted Dragons by participating in numerous sports, 
clubs, and activities throughout their careers at Kingsway 
Regional High School, while also meeting high academic 
standards. Our Seniors of the Month for October 2018 
are Hailey Ferry and Saiprodosh Ramrajesh. 

Hailey is the Captain of the Field Hockey Team and 
member of the Lacrosse team. She was awarded First 
Team All-Conference for Field Hockey in 2017 and 
South Jersey Times All-Area Team in 2017 for Field 
Hockey. She is the Vice President of Student Council, 
a member of the National Honor Society, and a 
member of the Tri-M Music Honor Society. Hailey 
has performed in the Musical and Cabaret. She is a 
member of the Senior Choir, Gospel Choir, Interact, 
Foreign language Club, SURE/SIA, Unity Club, is a 
Student Ambassador, and a Peer Facilitator. Outside 
of school, Hailey is a volunteer assistant coach for 
Girls’ Youth Lacrosse, is a mentor for Precious Gem 
Mentoring Program, volunteers at a special needs 
school district, competes in the Miss America 
Organization, and is a CCD teacher. Saipradosh 
Ramrajesh is the Parliamentarian for the National 
Honor Society, part of the Student Council Executive 
Board, a member of the World Language National 
Honor Society, Secretary for the Class of 2019, part of 
the STEM Academy, and is on the Superintendent’s 
and Principal’s Honor Roll. He is a member of the 
Golf Team, Key Club, Chemistry Club, Habitat for 
Humanity, Foreign Language Club, and is a Student 
Ambassador. Outside of school, Saipradosh plays 
golf, works at CVS Pharmacy, volunteers at Bancroft 
Early Education School, and volunteers at Nemours/
Alfred I Du Pont Hospital for Children. 



Our October Spotlight Students are Austin Sperduto, Alexa Weinstein, 
Jayden Cooper, and Kyle Fauntleroy.
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HIGH SCHOOL

SPOTLIGHT STUDENTS FOR OCTOBER

The Spotlight Student Program recognizes one student per 
grade-level each month for being outstanding students and 
citizens, and for demonstrating the six pillars of character:

trustworthiness, respect, responsibility,  
fairness, caring, and citizenship. 
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SENIORS OF THE MONTH — NOVEMBER

Our Seniors of the Month for November 2018 are 
Rebecca Blaszczyk and Holly Chambers. Rebecca is a 
member of the National Honor Society, World Language 
National Honor Society, Environmental Club, World 
Wildlife Club, Interact, Key Club, Habitat for Humanity, 
P.A.W.S., and is a STEM Academy student. She is a 
member of the Varsity Volleyball and Varsity Basketball 

team, and is on the Superintendent’s Honor Roll. 
Rebecca enjoys horseback riding, dance, and is a 
member of the Trinity Episcopal Church. Holly is 
a runner for Cross Country, and is on the Winter 
and Spring Track Teams. She is the Vice President 
of National Honor Society, and the President of 
Foreign Language Club. Holly is also on the Student 
Council Executive Board and serves as a Student 
Ambassador. Holly also has been involved in the Key 
Club, Unify Club, Fellowship of Christian Athletes, 
Chemistry Club, and is a STEM Academy student. 
When Holly is not running, she actively volunteers 
for her church, Sharptown North. She also has 
been a Girl Scout for 13 years. In the summer, she 
volunteers at Premier Orthopedics assisting the 
physical therapists.

Our November Spotlight Students are Alexa Firestone, Matthew Lang, 
Jack Fitzpatrick, and Andrew Bongiovanni.

SPOTLIGHT STUDENTS FOR NOVEMBER
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SENIORS OF THE MONTH — DECEMBER

Our Seniors of the Month for December 2018 are 
brothers Daniel and Timothy Reynolds. Danny is a 
member of the National Honor Society, Tri-M Music 
Honor Society, Foreign Language Club, Percussion 
Ensemble, Concert Band, Senior Choir, and Renaissance. 
He also is a member of the Cross Country, and Winter and 
Spring Track teams. Outside of school, he is a member 
of a youth group, runs a lawn care business, and tutors. 

Danny is a People’s Choice Award winner, received 
the “Future Olympian” award, and was a part of 
the Cross Country Team that won two state titles. 
He was also part of the All-State-Team, All-South 
Jersey Team, All-Area Team, and All-Conference 
Team. In addition to all that, Danny was the captain 
for Cross Country and Winter Track Teams. Tim is 
a member of the National Honor Society, Tri-M 
Musical Honor Society, School Play, School Musical, 
P.A.W.S., S.U.R.E., and Mock Trial. He also is a Student 
Ambassador, member of the Senior Choir, Jazz Band, 
and Renaissance. Outside of school, Tim is going 
to do a veterinarian internship, has been involved 
in a summer theater program, served as a leader in 
a youth group, and is a member of a youth group 
band. Tim is a People’s Choice Award winner, and is 
on the Superintendent’s Honor Roll list.

Our December Spotlight Students are Allison MacFarland,  
Madelyn Johnson, Talia Coombe, and Yadira Ibarra.

SPOTLIGHT STUDENTS FOR DECEMBER



WORDWRIGHT CHALLENGE 

Each year, Kingsway’s junior and senior AP 

students participate in “a national competition 

for high school students requiring close 

reading and analysis of many different kinds 

of prose and poetry.”  The premise behind 

the WordWright Challenge is that attentive 

reading and sensitivity to language are among 

the most important skills students acquire in 

school.  

Kingsway’s eleventh-graders and twelfth-

graders participated with 693 school teams 

from across the country in the year’s first meet, 

held in October. The eleventh-graders tied 

for twelfth place in the nation, while twelfth-

graders tied for ninth place, among all teams 

competing at these grade levels. 

Kingsway students who achieved outstanding 

individual results in the meet included juniors 

William Bui, who earned a perfect score, 

Nikolaos Kalfas, Jordan Kelley, Rylie Martin, 

Matt Shapiro, and Abby Smith. Senior Connor 

Holm also earned a perfect score.  

Congratulations to all for  
your accomplishments !

Kingsway Regional High School’s Anti-
bullying Club has established a tradition of 
visiting the Harker Elementary School, where 
the high school students teach original mini 
lessons on the importance of taking action 
against bullying. 

On November 30, 2018, 18 high school 
students participated in the outreach 
project by raising awareness to students 
in grades three to five. The interactive mini 
lessons concluded with an opportunity 
for Harker Elementary School students to 
recite and sign a pledge representing their 
commitments to speak-up, reach-out, and 
be a friend, in the face of bullying. The 
advisor for Kingsway’s Anti-bullying Club is 
English Teacher, Mrs. Katherine Bond.

ANTI-BULLYING CLUB  
BRINGS POSITIVE MESSAGE  
TO HARKER SCHOOL
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HIGH SCHOOL



HIGH SCHOOL
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FOX 29’S BOB KELLEY VISITS

Bob Kelly of Philadelphia Fox 29 news 
stopped by Kingsway Regional High 
School to highlight some of the academic 
programs and athletic teams, specifically 
Kingsway’s girls wrestling team. Mr. Kelly 
also stopped by Kingsway’s TV production 
studio to talk with students about the “ins 
and outs” of the business, in addition to 
doing a TV spot with students. Mr. Kelly 
indicated he would love to come back 
again in the spring, to do another feature. 
He also invited students to take a field trip 
to the studio. The high school was “a buzz” 
all morning and afternoon from the visit! 



HIGH SCHOOL
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OPERATION SANTA PAWS

In early December, Kingsway Regional High 
School teacher Mr. Jason Finlaw, introduced 
Operation Santa Paws to his students. Operation 
Santa Paws was established by Justin Rudd in 
2001, to benefit shelter and rescue cats and dogs 
by encouraging people to donate money, time, 
toys, or supplies to local shelters. 

Mr. Finlaw underestimated the enthusiasm his 
students would display, so he decided to take 
the lesson a step further. For several days in their 
daily living class, six members of Kingsway’s 

Spreading Holiday Cheer to Rescued Animals

S.T.E.P. Program made more than 100 Christmas 
treats using wheat flour and organic baby food to 
give to the Gloucester County Animal Shelter (GCAS). 
In addition to the treats, they donated blankets and 
toys. These donations helped the shelter provide 
the love and care that rescue animals need. Mr. Bill 
Lombardi, the Director of GCAS, visited Kingsway to 
pick up the donations and meet the students behind 
the caring act. The students benefited as well, 
practicing life skills, while learning how to participate 
in a good cause.

(Left to Right): Mr. Jason Finlaw, Alyssa Fischer, Lexie Reed, Mr. Bill Lombardi, 
Juliana Amaradio, AJ Roney, and Gabbie Reed.  Not pictured: Jacob Martin]
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STUDENT WELLNESS FAIR ADDRESSES TEEN ISSUES

Kingsway Regional High School hosted its third annual 
Student Wellness Fair during S.M.A.R.T. on December 13th. 
The Student Wellness Fair, sponsored by a grant from 
the Kingsway Education Foundation, strives to educate 
students about resources in the community that provide 
assistance with issues faced by some teens, as well as 
reduce the stigma associated with mental health issues.  

Mr. Coller’s Advanced Placement Psychology course does 
extensive research prior to the fair and creates projects 
that describe symptoms, prevalence, and what it may be 
like to suffer from various mental health disorders. The 
faculty vote to select five projects that are displayed at the 
event.  This year’s winners include: 

1st  . . . .   Julia Evernham & Dalton Mower 
 PTSD 

2nd . . . .   Hetvi Patwa & Anthony Potero 
Glossophobia

3rd . . . .   Holly Chambers & Anthony Brasco  
Mysophobia

4th . . . .   Rylie Martin & Brandon Zagorski  
Addiction

 5th . . . .   Cassie Anderson & Lauren Krott 
Generalized Anxiety Disorder

Additionally, agencies attend the fair to distribute 
literature and have conversations with students to 
promote healthy decision-making. Some of the agencies/
vendors included:  Southwest Council, Inc., Garden State 
Equality, Center for Family Services, My Friend’s House, 
and SERV. One of the most popular tables is provided 
by the Kingsway Cafeteria, where students are invited 
to sample healthy snack options. Thanks to student 
volunteers Anirudh Muralidharan, Nicholas Kennedy, 
Mitchell Slider, and M. Carpino who assisted.  



The Spotlight Students for each month were chosen by their 
teachers based on their attention to the six pillars of character:

responsibility, fairness, citizenship,  
respect, caring, and trustworthiness. 

These students display exemplary character each day at KRMS;  
they have each become leaders within our school. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL

SPOTLIGHT STUDENTS — November
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D team — Erin Moore                                                                   
R team — Ian Horner                                                                     
A team — Mary-Kathryn Collins                                                   
G team — Colin Helkowski                                                            
O team — Gabriella Mirenda                                                        
N team — Sydney Werner, Justin Sample                                                             



The Spotlight Students for each month were chosen by their 
teachers based on their attention to the six pillars of character:

responsibility, fairness, citizenship,  
respect, caring, and trustworthiness. 

These students display exemplary character each day at KRMS;  
they have each become leaders within our school. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL

SPOTLIGHT STUDENTS — December
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D team —  Aryan Bhagat, Bella Zuccato                                                                  
R team —  Caitlin Mooney                                                                   
A team —  Matthew Wolosin                                                  
G team — Charles Schneider                                                         
O team — Owen Gasparon                                                     
N team — Sincir Walker                                                   
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MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS  
EXPLORE POTENTIAL CAREERS

MIDDLE SCHOOL

On November 21, Kingsway Regional Middle 
School held Career Day. Nearly 50 professionals 
from various fields spent time with the seventh- 
and eighth-grade class. This important event 
exposed students to a variety of careers and linked 
critical information learned in the classroom to the 
world of work. 

Throughout the day, students gained a better 
perspective regarding the various facets of each 
career as well as developing a better sense of the 
community in which they live. 

We would like to thank all the volunteers for 
helping make this a valuable day for our students. 
Please visit https://www.krsd.org/Page/1524 for 
additional photos of the day’s events.

https://www.krsd.org/Page/1524
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MIDDLE SCHOOL

Each month, two middle school students are 
selected as the Readers of the Month. Whether 
recognized for their love of books and frequent 
visits to the media center, or pointed out by 
their teachers for their consistent reading in 
class, these students exemplify what it means 
to enjoy reading. Lyla Dion and Sara Durso 
represented October, while Avery Seelhorst 
and Ryan Kaplow are featured for November. 
Check out their displays in the media center 
and their book recommendations online!

In 2015, after a visit to the hospital, Audrey 
Pachuta realized how truly fortunate she was 
to be able to spend the holidays at home with 
her family. She decided, with the help of her 
friends and teachers, to attempt to send a little 
bit of holiday cheer to children who were not as 
lucky by utilizing arts and crafts. Although this 
project started out small, Audrey now is proud 
to say she has collected 7,000 cards, donated to 

14 hospitals, and created a website advertising 
the organization. This year, Kingsway Regional 
Middle School created nearly 1,100 cards that 
made the holidays “merry and bright” for many 
sick children spending their holiday in the 
hospital. With the continued support of our 
community, Audrey hopes to uphold this heart-
warming tradition for many years to come.

THE SEASON OF GIVING

READERS OF THE MONTH
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MIDDLE SCHOOL

Jessica Blanda, a seventh-grade, D Team 
student, was selected as a winner for 
Scope Magazine’s Frankenstein Contest in 
October of 2018. Jessica was recognized 
for creating a convincing argument in her 
literature class. Her submission was judged 
on having a clearly stated central idea, use of 
supporting text evidence, good organization 
and transitions, and grammar, spelling, and 
punctuation. Jessica was one of five winners 
who received a copy of “Scar Island” by Dan 
Gemeinhart. Congratulations, Jessica; we are 
certainly proud of you!

A CONVINCING ARGUMENT
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ATHLETICS

KINGWAY REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
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Ms. June Cioffi — Director of Athletics
Mr. Robert Baerman, Jr. — Certified Athletic Trainer 

Mrs. Kathy Gallen — Secretary of Athletics/Activities 

WINTER COACHES  
2018–2019

Boys Basketball
Marcus Robinson, Head Coach

Aaron Crispin, JV
Brendan Pollick, Freshmen

Girls Basketball
Lamont Robinson, Head Coach

James Watson, JV
Tracy Fagan, Freshmen

Wrestling
Michael Barikian, Head Coach

Kurt DeWoody, Assistant
Farid Syed, Assistant
Ben Lloyd, Assistant

Bert Brucker, Assistant

Winter Track
Christian Lynch, Head Coach

Mel Carter, Assistant
Caitlin Hess, Assistant

Jen Beckett, P/T Assistant

Boys Swimming
Shane Tubb, Head Coach

Kristin Beaty, Assistant

Girls Swimming
Shane Tubb, Head Coach

Kristin Beaty, Assistant

Diving
Skyler Lindsey, Head Coach

BOWLING
Mike Mulligan, Head Coach

Colby Kuhn, Assistant

Cheerleading
Colleen Addeo, Head Coach

Alexandra Duca, JV

COACHES RECEIVE HONORS
Coach Michelle Carrocino was name South Jersey Times’ “Girls Tennis 
Coach of the Year”. Coach Christian Lynch was named South Jersey Times’ 
“Cross Country Coach of the Year”. Congratulations to you both!

BOYS & GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY TEAMS

GIRLS WRESTLING OFF TO GREAT START
The Girls Wrestling team is off to a great start! Kingsway has the largest 
girls team in the State of New Jersey.

GOOD LUCK to our Winter Athletic 
Teams and Coaching Staff!

The Boys and Girls Cross Country Teams won the Gloucester County 
Championships. In addition, they also were victorious at the Tri-County 
Conference Showcase Meet, the Tri-County Conference Championship, 
and the South Jersey Group IV Championship. The Boys Cross Country 
Team also won the State Group IV Championship. 

Both of the Boys and Girls Cross Country Teams were named  
“Teams of the Year”. Ashlynne Burke was named “Runner of the Year”
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BOARD OF EDUCATION

JAMES MUELLER, PRESIDENT .......................................................................... EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP

JENNIFER CAVALLARO-FROMM, VICE PRESIDENT .................................... BOROUGH OF SWEDESBORO

LAUREN BOERLIN ................................................................................................. EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP

MICHELE BLAIR ................................................................................................................. WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

CHRISTIE CALLAHAN COMERFORD............................................................... EAST GREENWICH TOWNSHIP

DEBORAH CUNNINGHAM................................................................................ SOUTH HARRISON TOWNSHIP

LISA MORDECAI-DANIEL ............................................................................................... WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

MARILYN O’ROURKE-YOUNG ....................................................................................... WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

PAMELA RONEY ................................................................................................................ WOOLWICH TOWNSHIP

FRANK DONNELLY .....................................................................................................................LOGAN TOWNSHIP

DR. JAMES LAVENDER ...............................................................................................................SUPERINTENDENT

JASON SCHIMPF ........................................................................................................BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR

PATRICIA CALANDRO ............................................................................................... CHIEF ACADEMIC OFFICER


